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13TH INTERNATIONAL CERTAMEN CLASSICUM VIBONENSE 

CARLO DIANO DICATUM 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION 

 

Call for Applications 

 

The State Classical High School “Michele Morelli” of Vibo Valentia, in collaboration with the Regional School 

Office for Calabria, the  Dante Alighieri Society of Tropea, the Italian Association for Classical Culture (AICC), 

the State Archaeological Museum of Vibo Valentia, and  Nicola Liotti Foundation of Monterosso Calabro, 

announces for the 2025/2026 school year — in memory of Carlo Diano, distinguished Hellenist, philologist, 

and historian of ancient philosophy, originally from Vibo Valentia — the thirteenth edition of the annual 

competition CERTAMEN CLASSICUM VIBONENSE CARLO DIANO DICATUM for students in the final two years 

of Italian and international Classical High Schools. 

The Committee 

The Examining Committee, appointed by the School Principal,  will consist of scholars from Italian  

universities (chosen among full professors, associate professors, and researchers) and an Inspector from 

the Regional School Office for Calabria. As a rule, the President  of the Committee will be selected among 

the full professors.  

The Examination 

The competition for the 2025/2026 school year will consist of two sections: one for students from Italian 

schools (internal and external candidates in a single category), and one for students from foreign schools 

(including Italian schools abroad). The test will consist of the translation of a Greek passage taken from 

Memorabilia of Xenophon for students from Italian schools, and of a Latin passage taken from Bellum 

Iugurthinum of Sallust for students from foreign schools. In both cases, the translation must be 

accompanied by a philological, historical, and literary commentary. 

The examination will take place at the Classical High School “M. Morelli” of Vibo Valentia, located in Via 

XXV Aprile 1. 

Participants are asked to  arrive at  school at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, 16 April 2026, with a valid identity 

document. 

The examination  will last five hours. After a brief welcome from the School Principal, the test will begin at 

9:00 a.m. 

Only Greek dictionaries (for Italian-school students) and Latin dictionaries (for foreign-school students) are 

allowed. 

Travel expenses are asked to be covered by the participants, while room and board will be provided by the 

school. The first thirty students to apply, based on the date and time of receipt of their application, will be 

admitted to the Certamen. 
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Applications 

The Certamen Classicum Vibonense is open to students in the final two years of Italian and foreign Classical 

High Schools, or institutions in which Greek and Latin are taught respectively, who were promoted in the 

previous year with a grade of no less than 8/10 in Greek and/or Latin, according to the language of the 

examination (or with an equivalent grade under foreign school systems). Each institution may submit 

applications for no more than two students (plus one alternate), accompanied by a single teacher. 

The participating students and the accompanying teacher will be hosted by the school starting from the 

evening of 15th April 2026. 

A participation fee of €30 per student is required as a contribution to organizational expenses; payment 

must be made through the “Pago in Rete” system. Details will be published on the school website and 

communicated to registered students. 

Applications and attachments, signed by the School Principal and accompanied by proof of payment, must 

be sent exclusively by email to vvis00700g@istruzione.it or by certified email to 

vvis00700g@pec.istruzione.it no later than 15th March 2026. 

 

Prizes and Certificates 

The following prizes are  awarded in each category: 

1st Prize: €500 

2nd Prize: €300 

3rd Prize: €200 

Prizes are  awarded according to  the criteria established by the Examining Committee. 

The award ceremony is  taking  place on  Friday morning , 17th April 2026. 

The  Dante Alighieri Society of Tropea will also donate medals to the winners. 

All participants are  receiving  a certificate of participation, which may be included in their personal 

curriculum for the purpose of school credit recognition. 

 

Vibo Valentia, 11th  December 2025 

 

        The School  Headmaster  

                                                                                         Mr. Raffaele Suppa                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
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CERTAMEN CLASSICUM VIBONENSE CARLO DIANO DICATUM 11TH EDITION 
TO BE FILLED IN BY THE SCHOOL 

 
         

 
TO THE HEADMASTER 

       MR. RAFFAELE SUPPA 
       LICEO GINNASIO STATALE “M.MORELLI” 

VIA XXV Aprile n. 1  
89900 Vibo Valentia  
Italy 

 
 
Name of the school ………………………………………………………………………………. 
Address………………………………………………………….. Town …………………………………. Area Code …………………….
   
Telephone number ………………………………………. Fax Number ………………………………..  
E – mail address ……………………………………………………….       
We ask you to apply the following students for the 11th edition of the Certamen Classicum  Vibonense : 
 
STUDENT  
Surname …………………………………………………. Name…………………………….. 
Year …………………………………………………………… Email address  
Last year’s Latin final mark  …………………………………………. 
 
 
 
STUDENT  
 
Surname …………………………………………………. Name…………………………….. 
Year …………………………………………………………… Email address  
Last year’s Latin final mark ………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
TEACHER 
 
Surname ……………………………………………….. Name………………………………Subject………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………… telephone number ………………………………..  
E-mail address …………………….  
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RULES OF PARTECIPATION 
13th Edition, 2026 

Art. 1 
 
The State Classical High School “Michele Morelli” of Vibo Valentia, in collaboration with the Regional School 
Office for Calabria, the Dante Alighieri Society of Tropea, the Italian Association for Classical Culture, the 
State Archaeological Museum of Vibo Valentia, and the Nicola Liotti Foundation of Monterosso Calabro, 
announces for the 2025/2026 school year the thirteenth edition of the Certamen Classicum Vibonense, in 
memory of Carlo Diano. 
Classical languages constitute an essential tool for understanding the present and rediscovering Europe’s 
shared roots. Approaching sources directly through proper methods of translation and interpretation 
fosters historical and analytical-critical skills and provides exceptional human and cultural development. 
The Certamen aims to strengthen and promote among young people a love for classical culture and to 
encourage excellence through the tradition of the certamina. 
 
Art. 2 
 
The Certamen consists of two sections: one for students from Italian schools (internal and external 
candidates in a single category) and one for students from foreign schools (including Italian schools 
abroad). 
Students from Italian schools will translate and interpret a prose passage from a Greek or Latin author 
(alternating by year), accompanied by a brief philological, historical, and literary commentary in Italian. 
Students from foreign schools will translate and interpret a prose passage from a Latin author, 
accompanied by a brief linguistic, historical, and literary commentary in one of the major languages of the 
Common European Framework of Reference (Italian, English, French, Spanish, or German). 
 
Art. 3 
 
The competition is open to students in the final two years of Classical High Schools or equivalent 
institutions, provided they have achieved a grade of no less than 8/10 (or equivalent) in Greek and/or Latin 
in the previous school year. Each institution may submit applications for up to two students and one 
alternate, accompanied by a single teacher. 
 
Art. 4 
 
Applications, signed by the School Principal and accompanied by proof of payment of the €30 registration 
fee through the “Pago in Rete” system, must be sent by email to vvis00700g@istruzione.it or by certified 
email to vvis00700g@pec.istruzione.it by 15 March 2026. 
 
Admission applications must be prepared according to the attached form (Annex 1) and countersigned by 
the School Principal. 
 
Art. 5 
 
The examination will take place on Thursday, 16 April 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at the State Classical High School 
“M. Morelli,” Via XXV Aprile 1, Vibo Valentia. 
Candidates must arrive at 8:30 a.m. with valid identification. 
Only Greek dictionaries (for Italian-school students) and Latin dictionaries (for foreign-school students) are 
allowed. Use of any other aids will result in immediate disqualification. 
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Art. 6 
 
The Greek/Latin author on whom the test is based will be indicated in the call. 
The examination will last five hours and will be conducted according to public-competition procedures. 
 
Art. 7 
 
The Organizing Committee consists of the School Principal (Chair), four teachers of Classical Studies, and an 
administrative staff member serving as secretary. 
The Committee will send the competition program to participating schools. 
 
Art. 8 
 
The Examining Committee, appointed by the School Principal, will be composed of university scholars and 
an Inspector of the Regional School Office for Calabria. The Chair will normally be selected from among full 
professors. 
 
The Committee shall determine: 
 
the type of passage to be translated and commented upon; 
 
the date and venue of the examination; 
 
the number and amount of prizes; 
 
the ranking of winners and the date of the award ceremony. 
 
Art. 9 
 
Once the evaluation is completed, and while maintaining candidate anonymity, the Committee will 
establish the ranking. Afterward, the Committee will match the papers with the candidates’ names. 
Additional special mentions may be awarded. Decisions are final and non-appealable. 
Prizes will be assigned only if minimum standards are met. 
 
Art. 10 – Prizes and Certificates 
 
The following prizes will be awarded in each category: 
1st Prize: €500 
2nd Prize: €300 
3rd Prize: €200 
 
Prizes will be awarded only if the minimum passing criteria established by the Examining Committee upon 
its installation have been met. 
The award ceremony will take place on Friday morning , 17th  April 2026. 
 
The Dante Alighieri Society of Tropea will also donate medals to the winners. 
All participants will receive a certificate of participation, which may be included in their personal curriculum 
for the purpose of school credit recognition. 
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Art. 11 
 
The award ceremony will take place on Friday, 17 April 2026, with justification for each prize and special 
mention. 
 
Art. 12 
 
Travel expenses are borne by participants; room and board will be covered by the school for the first thirty 
students based on application date/time. 
Adult students travel and stay under their own responsibility; minors under that of their accompanying 
teachers. 
 
Art. 13 
 
The “M. Morelli – D. Colao” Higher Education Institute reserves the right to publish updates on its website. 
Publication constitutes official notification. 
 
All participants must comply with European copyright regulations. Papers must not contain statements or 
information harmful to individuals or groups. 
 
All examination papers become the property of the organizing institution. 
 

Digitally signed 
          

The Headmaster 
         Mr. Raffaele Suppa  

 
For further information: 
Istituto d’Istruzione Superiore “M.Morelli - D.Colao” 
Via XXV Aprile, n. 1 89900 Vibo Valentia 
Sito web: https://www.iismorellicolao.edu.it/ 
e-mail: vvis00700g@istruzione.it 
pec: vvis00700g@pec.istruzione.it 
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